Engineering from the National Technical University in Athens and an Sc.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Chemical Engineering. He has also received numerous honorary doctorates, including those from the University of Ghent (Belgium), the University of Parma (Italy), the University of Ljublijana (Slovenia), the University of Athens (Greece), the University of Patras (Greece), and an honorary professorship from the Sichuan University (China).
Professor Peppas' research has made a transformative impact on drug delivery, which has leaped to the forefront of science and technology. In particular, Prof Peppas' research on mathematical models and novel biomaterials has yielded not only new insights into drug release mechanisms and new technologies to control them, but has also provided a new paradigm for research conducted at the interface of medicine and engineering. His early studies on drug diffusion in polymeric systems provided the much needed quantitative tools to describe drug release, 1 Encapsulation of glucose oxidase in hydrogel adds another layer of "smartness" to gel-based systems. 5 Glucose oxidase-containing gels exhibit a higher rate of swelling, thus offering insulin release that depends on local glucose concentrations. Such responsive hydrogels have been efficacious in insulin delivery, producing a strong, dosedependent and long-lasting hypoglycemic effect in diabetic rats. In recent studies, these hydrogels have also been used to deliver macro- 
